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Well, a great Christmas this year with all the family here on Boxing Day. The kids stayed in 
‘the recently revamped bedrooms and we really enjoyed the time spent with all the family. Tt 
hes been @ good year but the general gloom around makes everyone fearful of what is coming 
in the next Few years. When we see major faces like Weelwerths closing 


Two weeks left at the Enfield Woolies 


and remember that we have grown up with ‘Weollies’ being an integral part of the street 
scene in Enfield and Palmers Green for ever. Rumours are constant that many household 
names have just waited for the Christmes sales before clesing their doors for good. It is ne 
goed thinking that anyone is immune from this because we are all reliant on others being 
successful. Pensions and shares are greatly affected and no one seems to be in an optimistic 
mood. The country hes put so much inte bailing out the banks that I fear our kids will beer 
‘the brunt of the financial implications thet this will leave behind. 


On the World front we are currently seeing the Israeli retaliation against constant rocket 
attacks from Gaza and feeling is very slanted against this offensive. Where will it end? It is 
not a solution that will be easily reached 


Gn @ personal level T have seen a wonderful relationship blooming between the youngsters in 
‘the family. Tammy & Ben with Beau and Peachy, and Larnie with the kids. They adere her and 
vice versa . It is great the way they all respect Mum and there is a natural happy and friendly 
atmesphere prevailing that is not always evident in other-families...leng may it continue. 
and may 2009 bring health, happiness and success to all family, friends and all we know. 


@ toast to everyone... 


The present opening was 
fun with the traditional 
black sacks with flags 
showing everyone's name 
being impatiently studied 
whilst we had a great 
breakfast together. You 
could see the dust flying 
when I said “ Do you think 
we should open the 
presents now?" 

I don't remember an 
answer, just the mass 
exodus from the table... 
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Well Auntie Tammy this looks really interesting 
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Drink all you like I'm sticking to my ‘cuppa’ 


Photo History 


Elegant as always, Mum thoroughly enjoyed the family gathering 
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Tammy with short hair looks great and it is hard to realise her age...she should wear a 
badge like you get with the birthday cards.. “I AM XX"" 
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I am sure there is a screw missing... 


Crackers spilled out some great goodies and I am sure the jokes are re-cycled. Or is 
it that when you reach my age you have heard them all before... 


Come on folks lets go to the park so I can go on my new scooter... 
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and so we all went to the park, froze...... and raced back to a warm house 


I think poor old Dad ended up pushing the bikes and scooters 
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The lads emailed one another to arrange a hike in London. Well, all I can say is that there 
were so many emails back and forward that if they had been in letter form we would be 
denuded of forests by now. I stayed well out of it and just checked the date and final 
meeting point. Ivor and the others are all retired so have more time for the involved 
idiosyncrasies of timetables, pub food, restaurant bookings and general involved 
arrangements and I am happy to take a back seat and ‘go with the flow’. We (all being over 
60) can take advantage of our ‘Freedom Passes’ which entitles us to free travel, so we met at 
The Cutty Sark DLR station in Docklands where the Cutty Sark was being renovated after 
the arson destruction. The whole area was strangely void of people as it was the 28" 
December and many people are away on holiday (despite the doom and gloom) and no one 
seems to have gone to work at all over this lengthy Christmas period. We immediately had a 
coffee above Waterstones bookshop and the conversation reverted to talk of the first pub 
Stop. 


The nine stalwart walkers....a sober look at London 
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Looks like this is rapidly becoming the Pub Guide to Docklands 


Reminded me of a previous life (also at the Prospect of Whitby) but 46 years earlier... 
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We had lunch at the Blueprint café and were remarkably restrained, possibly 
exhausted after all the sitting down, raising glasses and putting on of hats and 


coats....geriatric day out comes to mind...or something similar...I forget... 


On New Year's Eve ‘08 we went to Judy and Ivor's for dinner and to see the New 
Year in with friends and it was a fun and really enjoyable night. Amazing that 
shortly after 12.00 there was a hasty exit grabbing hats and coats...a real sign of 
our advancing years (at least I had the excuse that I had been working that 
morning...! ) 
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March ‘09 The images and Photo History have not been updated for a while and lots 
has happened in the world in the last few months. The massive slide and turnaround in 
the UK and the world economy that I alluded to in the opening section of this volume 
has now really taken effect. Business-wise I am busier than ever at the moment, but 
being the eternal pessimist I am very worried about what will happen. There are 
major companies going to the wall and the figures that have been lost are staggering. 
Borrowing without adequate security and greed is behind the downturn and it was so 
easy to see that this was bound to happen. One gets cocooned in one's one world and 
never envisages that the bubble will burst. It is easy to say this in hindsight but when 
all around you is seemingly great it takes a strong person to state that there is a 
gloomy outlook ahead. 


I try to keep the Photo History as a relevant record of my/our lives and how it fits 
into what is going on around us - so the economy, the feelings around us, the social 
attitudes etc are all an important part of where we are at and the general feelings at 
any particular time. 


I will now continue with the Photo History and step back a while to put the backlog of 
photos and chat into this volume...sorry about the interruption... 
. : - 


. 


ue. 
OSS : 
A frosty, cold trip to see DP, Angela and the kids to celebrate my 65*" gave us some 
great cold shots en route... 


The fields took on a magical crisp coating 
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Probably the best image I have taken of icicles...makes me shiver looking at them 


We took Mum with us and unfortunately a car fire (not ours!) en route prolonged the 
journey. David and Mary were there too (also celebrating Mary's birthday) so it was a 
brilliant day. The kids were lovely 


and we were made (as always) so welcome. 


Peachy treated us to a ballet session...(see mini video) os 
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Lynn and I love the bleak sea walks at Burnham on Crouch and we seemed to finda 
great window of sunshine in a bleak January day for our ‘get rid of the cobwebs’ walk. 
A backpack with home-made soup, flasks of tea and sarnies were enjoyed more thana 
gourmet restaurant meal... 


The hazy sun on the sea 


January 2009 


Rugged , or what....(flattering it aint) 


a great bird-watchers area. 
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China Town 
Year of the Ox 
celebration 


We had a nice meal in Chinatown on the celebration < of the Year of The Ox 


~~ 
Oo 
a 
S 
c 
me) 
—— 
> Q 
>. (CUM 
ke x 
5 O 
ae) 
aw 
WY +- 
uw 
o 
c 
S 
AY) 
> 


Photo History 


% 
HE nell 


Page 44 > i Photo History a aa 


Walthamstow dog track has now lost its fight against closure and this the end of an 
era 
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An unexpected heavy snowfall took the country by surprise (despite being expected). 
Schools closed and the busses in the capital were totally unable to leave their 

garages. The result was parks full of kids, snowmen everywhere and a really fun day.. 
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The Woodman along the road 
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At the unit this guy refused to budge...the fact that I wanted to get my van out was 
of no interest to him, We couldn't get him to shift even a bit, and then we found out 
why... 


He was in love with the ice maiden across the road... trouble was he got a frosty 
reception. Eventually she warmed to him but quickly disappeared . 


The bridge renewal ready for the re-opening of the line at Shoreditch, close to 
Hoxton gives the approach to Bishopsgate a tidier feel. The City seems to stop 
abruptly at this point going from the modernity of Bishopsgate (where Dad had the 
restaurant) to the old warehouse/offices of what used to be the wholesale shoe area 


The Monument has been renovated at a cost 
of 4.5 million and people can be seen at the top having climbed the 311 steps . It has 
just re-opened to the public having been closed for 2 years 
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Doesn't look much here, but this is the foundation site for THE SHARD, which, if 
finance is available is going to be a contender for the world's tallest building title and 


may look like this pedi when (and if) it is completed (80 stories 


costing 2 billion). Look at this in years to come and see how much it really cost... 


A delightful school concert at Finchley 
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10 years old with attitude... Punk outfit for Purim party at school 
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